The requirement for a high national standard of ophthalmic pathology reporting is absolute, and should be (and is) our primary aim. To achieve this aim, a standard must be set, and performance should be There is no capacity in the current NSOPS system to take up the resulting increase in work load, and it could take a minimum of three years to start to increase this capacity. Clearly, ophthalmologists need a service for their patients which includes all the current specialist 'full time' ophthalmic pathologists, and the vitally important other pathologists 'with an interest' in ophthalmic pathology. It is likely that new National Guidelines for ophthalmic pathology reporting will be agreed.
However, full implementation of national guidelines must be seen as an eventual goal, and an evolutionary process must be started, and not a revolutionary one.
Professor Gordon Klintworth has given us a picture of a We live in interesting times! potentially great and exciting future for ophthalmic pathology, but we must not 'whemmie' ophthalmic pathology now, or this future could be just a dream.
